Immunohistochemical expression of vimentin and secretory component antigens in endometrial hyperplasia and neoplasia.
Vimentin is an intermediate filament protein normally expressed in mesenchymal cells, but evidence is accumulating in the literature which suggests that the aberrant expression of vimentin in epithelial cancer cells might be related to local invasiveness and metastatic potential. Previous studies strongly support the implication of vimentin in the metastatic progression of breast and cervical lesions. The secretory component is isolated from human colostrum and is of help in more precise grading of endometrial carcinoma. In this study we examined vimentin and secretory component (SC) expression in adenomatous hyperplasia, atypical adenomatous hyperplasia and well-differentiated adenocarcinoma (cribriform pattern). The results showed decreased expression of vimentin and increased expression of the secretory component as the lesion progressed to malignancy.